Everyday maths:
for use at home with all
primary school children

You can help support and consolidate the maths that your child
has been learning at school by showing him/her how we use
maths in real life situations.
Remember the ‘3 c’s’ of maths at home: clocks, cooking and
cash. All three provide endless opportunities to discuss how we
use numbers every day.
Some other useful props include:
1) Tape measure and ruler: let your child help you with simple

DIY tasks using these tools; discuss the differences between
imperial and metric measurements.

2) Chocolate in squares: useful for discussing division and

fractions.

3) Magnetic numbers: put these in a prominent place,

and use to construct simple calculations.

4) Dartboard: not only a chance to play with your child,

but also to discuss addition, subtraction and
multiplication, and what is required to complete the
game.

5) Standard dice and unusual dice: can have more than 6 sides.
6) Dominoes: useful for showing different combinations of

numbers.

7) Thermometer: useful to discuss both positive and negative

numbers, as well as getting a feel for the numerical value of
different temperatures.

8) Prominent clocks: try to have both analogue and digital

clocks; use to discuss the time and the different ways in
which it is displayed. Also practise counting in 5s.

9) Wall calendar: discuss days, weeks and months, and how they

fit together.

10) Board games: use dice to practise addition and counting.

Also useful to teach taking turns, and for children to learn
about winning and losing.

11) Packs of cards: cards can be used to play a large

variety of games, many of which support number
recognition and provide an introduction to probability

and chance.
12) Calculator: useful for basic computation; can also be used to

discover interesting patterns.

13) Measuring jug: to compare imperial and metric measurements,

as well as fractions.

14) Measuring scales: counting and measuring; understanding

units of measurement – and use to have fun baking with
your child!
15) Dried beans/pasta: counting, dividing and finding the difference

When discussing maths and mathematical concepts with your
child, remember:
1) When a child gets a question wrong, it is tempting to tell

them they are wrong and how to correct it.
Instead, try to ask them to explain how they got to their
answer and help them try to spot their mistake.

2) If they do arrive at the correct answer, ask them to explain

their working – and perhaps discuss alternative methods.

3) Play games with your child: games are full of maths and are

an ideal way to engage your child in mathematical thinking.

4) Make maths a casual part of what you are doing – e.g. what

number is that bus? Can you estimate how many paces we are
from home? How long do you think it will take to get to
school? How many plates do we need if we have a friend
coming to tea?

Remember to make maths useful, relevant and fun!

Some further ideas for use with younger children:

